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[image: image2.jpg]



In Paraguay, we want to participate with what God is already doing in the life of the Volunteer and contribute to his or her development as a whole person.
Because we’re a small field, we have a lot of flexibility in terms of what we can do with volunteers. We really need them, and they make a major contribution to our ministry.
The most important thing any volunteer can do is develop relationships with the people he/she has come to minister to. One of the best ways to do that is through language learning. We get volunteers straight into Spanish language using a self-directed program. They spend time with a language helper and in the community using language learning to get into the hearts and homes of the people. By the time a volunteer is ready to leave, he/she can get around in Spanish and has some really meaningful relationships with Paraguayans.

We see VIAs as an opportunity to disciple. The volunteer coordinator spends time with the volunteer teaching and guiding, and also helping him/her to become independent, especially learning to use public transport so that they can get where they need to go.

One of the best aspects of our volunteer program is that the students live with Christian Spanish speakers. Up until now, the host family has usually been Rafael and Daly Flores, Bolivian missionaries to Paraguay. They become like second parents to the volunteers.
We also try to get the VIA into other homes, such as rural missionaries and Paraguayan believers, at least for one or two nights.

These relationships are very meaningful to the Paraguayan believers, who remember the volunteers for years, and talk about them fondly. The VIAs are a big encouragement to their Paraguayan brothers and sisters, as well as to the missionaries!
VIAs can be involved in:

•Evangelism

•Church planting
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•Discipleship

•Children’s work
•Volunteering at Asuncion Christian
   Academy (English language)

•Youth work
•MK ministry

•Medical work

•Pastoral work

•Teaching

We would love to have you in Paraguay!

